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The Government of !.ranee baa requaated that the attached doc.ument oonoernJ.ni' 
the world operation "Message in the Sea" be distributed for information at the 
1975 Inteznational Conference on Marine Pollution, 

The document oontaina a number ot mapa drawn up by the Central B;Jdrosraphioal 

Service of the :French Navy and information on the behaviour r.nd diatri'but:l.on ot 
au:rtaoa pollution by winde and 0Uff8nta. 

Partioipanta ot the Contorenoe are alao informed that on ll December 1972 a 
new operation ''Mo11o.p in the Sea" waa launched. trom the Atlantia an4 Paoitio 

Ooaate or Panama and from Cape Hom with the uaietanoe ot the naviea of Panama 
and J"ranoe. 

Thia information vaa made available t~ the Sub-Ccmittee on Marine Pollution 
at it• fifteenth aeaaion (MP XV/6/,) bf the Intemational Union ot Ottioial Traffl 
Orpn.i■o:Uona (ItJ'O'ro), The outooma ot the opero.t:l.on will be brou(rht to the 
attention or Governments Vben it 'booomea availo.ble to the Organisation. 



'WOBL1> OPIBATIOU - ''MISSAClil IN TBli1 SIA" 

Submittn il b ~;t 0£ b:&at 

I. BOW A MISSACI m m SIA OPBRAm 

A ttme■■ep in the eea" 1a a blue plastic envelope maaanrdng ,, x 28 oentimetrea and 
w:lsbiDB about 10 pall'IDN. It v1rtua.117 behaves like a bottle in the sea. The 
••••• ere thrown in quantitiee of:, to 250,000 units into the ooeen vben, 
beoauae ot theu numbe:i-, theJ' look like a abeet ot fuel oil. The points of 
illlanion are detGZlll.irJ.ed b7 the byd:rograpbioal Nffioe ot the P.Nnoh lfe,v vbioh ia 
:reeponeible for the 10ientitio control ot the opention tzrom an ooeanopaphicol 
point ot view. The me1aap movea in time with the surface ou:rrvnte, t.h8D1Nlve1 
cauect b7 the vinde. It is vuhed up on a b8AOh 01' oavcht in tiabiJJB neta. The 
envelope (blwa to e90c,.pe birda who aft blind to tbat oolour) oontaJ.ns o. me■-., 
written in aevem1 l~a tor the discoverer, ,mo 1a given full inetZ'UCtiona 
(a4dreaa where it ahoul.4 be retum.ed, plaoe, date and time ot the disoover,y eto,). 
The me■aap in the aea fioata riaht on the audo.oe ot the water where it omm.ot 
be litte4 by the wind. 

Since l.966 the 11me11apa" have been manuta.otuzted by the UCB - SID.AO which 
created 1:reshpak tor them, an 'Un8imcable material whioh 8",IQ'anteea them lonpr 
lite. The atta.oh&d map• ahow the places and date• ot itrlnersion and the pla.oes 
where they aft vaohed up. 
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Il. GIIIBAI, COl1CLU8IOIS 

9- "••11889 in t!w Ha"~ Cllffied O\lt ID4 oontzrolle4 up to the p:eNDt 
time ba'fe enabled tbl tollovillg taot1 to 'be eatabliaheds 

- all beac..h.ea, cout■ , tiahi.Dg ZOD88 a.re wlnen'ble to pollution. '1'ben 
ii pnotioally no geog;mphioal panntee of abeolute proteotion ( a.a 
ahown, ••I'• 'b7 the lraD.ce-.Ameri.oa ~ion 400 miles from the aouthem 
tip of Ireland• the masaagea pused ~ the Stnite ot Gibmlta:r 
end. wen vaebed. up on beoohea in Mo:z:ooco, Spa.iD and Algeria. 

- Time is not an inaupen.ble obataole aa tar oa pollution i8 oonoeme4. 
Mazv' me■aa,ea are found yean lat•• often alter n long o.n4 4:1.ftioult 
joumey. S1JOh ia the oaae ot a meaaace :l.J!aeraed oft Oatan4 end found 
by a .research worker tzom the lJSSI Innitute ot Marine BiolOQ' in 
llmDanak two ,ao:n lc.1ter. S'UCh too vu the cue of a. me■aop i.m:llena4 
in Ocrto'ber 1966 from the Ire181l4 aeotor ot the rmnoe-.AmeriOA illl!m9ion 
an4 toun4 in Jul7 1972 on the beach at 'l'r&,pt in .A:adieme Bq. !he 
tact that thi■ beaoh i• part ot a touri.at area tormal.l.J n:olme1 the 
po11ibilitJ of it1 lJ'iJlfr then tor a.ix yea:N vitbov.t being cliaoO'Nftd.. 
Die beaob 11 too popala:r. Tbi1 me11oae ~tow mat have ha4 a lODB 
and 4angel'C"JU jom.MJ', cloubtlee1 beinc vube4 up 'beto:re on anotba beaob 
wbero it voul.4 have atqa4 1D one ot tbe "atoziase areu",tbe ext.nence 
ot which baa oleo bffl1 cliaooven4 b.r the "1111111889 in the aeG" -,.J.maQt1. 

- b aeaa baTe atonp OZ'9M when pollutant■, partioula.rly from oil 
tonk.en, con aoO'UID\llate until thaJ' an tivorte4 to some oowrt 'br the 
vinda obongina' dinoticm. Thia bu be8D p.roye4 'b7 ibe iEDenion ot 
June 1964, 115 Jdlometrea fl'Om the Point of las. !be 1111111a,o• ata,ed 
tor 215 dql ill a ltOftiG ano. 80 mil•• north ot Cape finiett.N and 
150 mil.ea nol"th-nol'tb-wat of the Cap Je PabaJ tbil VGI pi'OYN bJ' the 
d1100'Yft'ie1 ru4e bJ' li1M1'1%J1D. L ma■aapl nH than vube4 up in the 
liar.rits - San Sebaatian ana. Die oriBin Dn4 1011 ot pemanaoe ot 
thia st""l'I &Na wre 4ua to ohanpa ill the vind. oond.itione OWi' 
lanem lurope, vbioh hl4 not oo01D'Z'94 tor about 40 19an. ~ 
on tbe v1n4a the pollution in till, .. noraae anu oan grow to~ ,oa:n 
before 'beinl tmown up on 10D1 oo,i.n an4 OA1&1in6' a. ontutropu. 

- Bela, 0Ufl'9Dt■ mat, 1)honomeaa wbioh m:e 4Horibe4 b7 ooean~ 
al "larp •IOGle tmtnalenoe". Thi NU would oppeoz- to be ooven4 b7 
an intinit, ot mil,,.q traokl, w:mtcble■, point1 etc. A pollutant, 
fioa~izC Oil the l\lfl'AN onl7 nM4a to ll'INt another "HOtiOll11 of omwnt 
to ohanp it■ JOllmlJ', ICIID!tt.tma in cs apeotocnalar f Glhion ( 4ollb1.tns 
'be.ale eto.) • ~ the intezi,la, of tbeN nla, curent1 ell pollution 
,0Nib.tlitie1 an taoilitatod, 

• !I.hire 1• at.oh a th.tn6 a1 a "leap-fros" pollution. Pollutant• vuhe4 vp 
on a beaoh oan panlJ be talt4Nl up aao,111 b7 the nan t1ct1 an4 OGft'led. 
to anothn lteaoh, ltd.I eapboaJ.1•• the larp,,-IOAle loool pollution.,,, 
~, an1 ... or NMJ.49 .S..1tol'I (toul'11t1, ,... of moto~boat1 
• OlND tblcl IDl1 ..,.., tlaeiZ' wute on the beaoh). 
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- Generol.11' apeald.ng there are two mjor aapoota of pollution phenor:vmo.t 
concent:m.ted aotion wbioh oauaea larse-aoole pollution firn of all olong 
part of the coast and "fri11ee a.otion" which omu,eo e. la.1:'Q'8r pa.rt ot the 
coo.st to be :riddled with pollutant■ but leas densely. In some oaaa■, the 
lo.tter mtJ'I' be a ooneequenoe ot the tozimer. 

- Pollution Elep.qf!rKl l:now no i'ront1m-
Pollution is an international probleo conoel.'SlinB pollution caused at sea 
jut u l!N.Ch or more than pollution in atreoma and rivers. h pollution 
in streama and rivure unc!oubtedlT leads to the pollution ot beoohea ot 
neiahbouil'li' <>ountrieo (imceraion troo St:raabours) which onuses pollution 
not onl.7 o.lOll«f the Rhine but also on the south m:14 north coo.st ot Bollm:14 
(the Ialand ot Teraohellin«en). The general trend. of the drift points to 
~ possible pollution ot northem countries (De:rll?Ull'k and Sweden) oonti1'rled 
b1 uperiment1 oo.rrie4 out in the Borth Sea. Itaraion £rorl Po.ria polluting 
the btmka ol the Seine oleo pollutes the French 00G8t1, o.nd at the prersent 
time there ia a. clear tendency- of drift to the north-eaai, where me1aap1 
imereed. in Poria overtake even slightly' the meosapa .i.l!Eerae4 in the 
Rhino, VDllhins' up on the Ialend ot Mllelond. 

- .Pollutant-ollZ'1"1'ins currents oroaa man7 tiahing arena vbich an eaenticl 
tor the survival ot the mo.jority ot fiehazmen, often beir.lg situated not 
tO'/l tzrom the ooa.eta, therefore eaail.7 aoceaaible. 

• ~• principi\l viotima ot aea pollution c:re countriea where fiah.inB on 4 
ame.11 sotJJ.e ia videl,7 practised. The fisllin&' oreo.a easily aooea1ible 
to the tiahe:rmen without mtor-b04t1 ON sener&l.ly- mon polluted than 
those turther DMS:,, beoAuae the general trend is for pollutr..nts to 
MCUl:Nla.te nGQ.11 to cocsta. It those countriea have touriat aobi tiona 
thq ore doubl,7 penalized, 


